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Recognised, Protected, Effective: Facilitating Election
Observation as a Safeguard of Electoral Integrity

Online Launch Event - Model Framework for Election Observer Accreditation Procedures

Zoom | 22 September 2026 | 15:00-16:15 CEST

Background and Purpose

Election observation is a recognised democratic practice and an important safeguard for electoral integrity.
While international and citizen election observers are widely acknowledged by international and European
organisations and increasingly recognised as human rights defenders, the regulatory frameworks governing
their work remain uneven across EU Member States. In many countries, observer rights, accreditation
procedures and access to electoral processes are only partially regulated or remain entirely absent, creating
practical barriers for professional and impartial observation and leaving space for possible misuse by actors
that do not adhere to established observation principles.

Against this backdrop and acknowledging the renewed attention to the issue through the Council of Europe’s
Paris Call to Action (April 2026), Election-Watch.EU has developed the Model Framework for Election
Observer Accreditation Procedures under its NEEDS-EU project. Based on comparative analysis and good
practice from selected EU Member States and candidate countries, the framework provides a practical and
scalable reference tool for electoral management bodies, legislators and other stakeholders seeking to establish
or strengthen observer accreditation systems. It also serves as an advocacy resource for citizen election
observation organisations working to promote more enabling legal and administrative frameworks.

At the same time, observer accreditation procedures are a thread in a larger fabric. Facilitating observation is,
ultimately, a factor in ensuring electoral integrity — the assurance that an electoral process is conducted
transparently and in line with democratic standards. This situates the Model Framework alongside the broader
agenda of European electoral policy development and reforms: strengthening the recognition and protection
of observers is one concrete way of reinforcing that wider integrity agenda.

Following the soft launch of the Model Framework in July and an expert consultation period, this event marks
its formal launch and situates it within the wider European conversation on electoral integrity and reforms. It
brings together policy makers, election practitioners and observer organisations, civil society representatives,
electoral management bodies, legislators, and the wider public to:

— present the Model Framework as a concrete, operational contribution to facilitating frameworks for
observers in EU Member States;

— examine the current state of observer recognition and protection in Europe, with particular attention to
citizen observer organisations;

— consider the dual imperative of facilitating genuine observation while guarding against fake or
instrumentalised observer activity;

— connect the recognition and facilitation of observers to the broader election integrity agenda and to
ongoing electoral reforms at EU and national level.


https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/paris-call-to-action
https://www.coe.int/en/web/congress/-/paris-call-to-action
https://wahlbeobachtung.org/map
https://wahlbeobachtung.org/map
https://www.wahlbeobachtung.org/en/launch-of-the-needs-eu-project-to-strengthen-electoral-integrity-and-observation-standards/
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Draft Agenda

15:00  Welcome and scene-setting — Armin Rabitsch, Election-Watch.EU

15:05  Launching the Model Framework: a practical toolbox for observer accreditation — Tatyana
Hilscher-Bogussevich, Election-Watch.EU

15:15  Moderated discussion: Observer recognition and facilitating frameworks in the context of
wider European policy and reform landscape (ca. 5-7 minutes each panellist)

Moderated by Dr Beata Martin-Rozumifowicz, current Deputy Chief Observer EU EOM Zambia
& Special Advisor to the European Commission, Advisory Board Member of Election-Watch.EU

Panelists:

— Marie-Héléne Boulanger, Acting Director of Rule of Law, Fundamental Rights and
Democracy, DG JUST, European Commission

— Niklas Wilhelmsson, Head of the Democracy and Election Unit and Deputy Director of the
Department for Democracy and Public Law at the Ministry of Justice in Finland. Vice-chair of
the Council of Europe Steering Committee on Democracy (CDDEM).

— Zofia Lutkiewicz, Political Accountability Foundation, President; Board Member, European
Platform for Democratic Elections (EPDE) and Global Network of Domestic Election
Monitors (GNDEM)

Guiding questions:

— How does facilitating election observation connect to the broader integrity and electoral policy
and reform agenda at EU and national levels?

— What role can EU and national institutions, evolving international standards and good practice,
and observer groups and networks play in embedding observer recognition within a wider
integrity framework?

— What are the most common barriers that citizen observer organisations face in accessing
electoral processes, and which administrative or legislative provisions have proven most
effective in addressing them?

— Where national law is silent on observer rights, what scope do electoral management bodies
have to act and what risks this creates?

— What makes an accreditation system resilient to fake observers without creating excessive
barriers for legitimate organisations?

15:45 Open floor: questions, reflections, conclusions
16:10  Closing remarks and next steps — Armin Rabitsch, Election-Watch.EU
16:15 Event end
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